BA Capstone in Literature


Students who pursue the BA Literature capstone will:

· Register for the capstone section of the 3 credit, 4000-level literature class that most nearly matches the topic of the capstone research project they intend to conduct. This will formalize their mentor relationship with a faculty member who specializes in the field of the student’s capstone project.  Attending the literature class with other (capstone and non-capstone) students will also provide depth of content area instruction for the topic of the capstone project, with widest possible choice of capstone topic for the student.

· Meet during the semester with their faculty mentor, either individually or with the other students (up to three total) also working with that mentor. 

· Be directed to an online capstone handbook, which will outline common expectations for the Literature Capstone in English and answer FAQ’s.  Other online learning tools that might develop over time include the following: a database of samples projects faculty might assign during the writing and research process; an online learning module via AsULearn that would support the various aspects of the capstone experience. (This is in progress.)
· Attend a Literature Capstone Workshop run by literature faculty. The workshop will review expectations and provide guidance about choosing a research topic that will integrate students’ interests, focus on the course they are currently taking, and the knowledges previously obtained while completing the General Education curriculum.  The workshop also provides students an opportunity to set up peer writing groups, especially for those who do not share a faculty mentor with other students who might be in a peer group with them. Additional topics include preparing the reflective statement and preparing for the oral presentation. 
· Complete the Literature Capstone Project, Reflective Statement, and Public Presentation.  
Completing the extensive capstone independent research project, meeting regularly with faculty mentors, attending the literature seminar and capstone workshops, and working with the capstone handbook and other supportive learning tool function together to provide an integrated learning experience that combines classroom instruction, interaction with capstone peers, and a mentor relationship.  This model brings together the best features of all the models studied and is an appropriate capstone for the English BA majors who do not have a concentration.

Recommendations:

· Students will produce original, substantial written projects on a literary topic that incorporates library research and peer-reviewed scholarship in the field, documented in MLA format.  Suggested length: 20 pages.

· Students will produce the project via process writing.  Possible suggested activities include: a 2-3 page prospectus; an annotated bibliography; a review of the literature; at least one draft prior to final draft; faculty mentor feedback at regular intervals; low and high stakes writing; peer review.

· Students will orally present their research during an English Department Research Day.

· Students will submit written reflections on the General Education experience with their final project.

· The final project and the written reflection will be used to assess each capstone experience.
