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INVITING STUDENT APPLICATIONS for

The Rogers and Janice Whitener Creative Writing Scholarship

AMOUNT: $1, 155 scholarship to be awarded at the end of Fall 2018 semester for Spring 2019
DEADLINE: Thursday, November 15, 4 pm

English Office, Room 200, Sanford Hall
This scholarship is named for Rogers and Janice Whitener, who were notable for their support of students and of the arts during their years at Appalachian.

The Whitener Scholarship will be awarded annually in the Fall semester for the Spring semester to students enrolled in the English/Creative Writing concentration. Its purpose is to help a creative writing student with financial need and a history of active involvement in creative writing courses and related activities. 

For 201-19, student applications and nominations by creative writing faculty nominations will be accepted through Thursday, November 15, at 4pm each year. Students should bring their paper application letter to the English Office in an envelope or folder marked as the Whitener Application. Faculty teaching Creative Writing courses, or teaching the academic courses included in the concentration (English 3000, Applied Grammar, and Studies in Short Story, Poetry, or Drama) may submit nominations electronically or on paper to Mark Powell (powelljm1@appstate.edu).

Application and Selection Criteria:
–financial need
--a 2.5 or higher grade average in all Creative Writing concentration courses taken (including the academic courses English 3000 Approaches to Literary Studies; Applied Grammar; and Studies in Short Story/Poetry/Drama).


Eligibility Note: for students who have completed any of these courses, those are the grades that will count for the 2.5 eligibility; if a student has completed none of these courses but is currently enrolled in one of the department’s creative writing courses (i.e., Beginning Creative Writing: Prose or Poetry, Playwriting, Screenwriting), then the student may ask their creative writing teacher to write a note to be included in the application attesting to the fact that the student is currently earning a 2.5 or higher in their course. Again, this is only needed if the student has received grades in no other concentration course.

–if a student has not yet declared a major and concentration, he/she may still apply as long as they have declared an English/Creative Writing concentration before the award is made, should that student be selected.

Application: Self-nominating students may submit a paragraph detailing financial need and their citizenship (contributions to class climate and peers’ success, for example, and participation in creative writing-related activities), along with a list of creative writing concentration courses and grades. (Faculty will double check grade eligibility for finalists.) Written nominations may be made by any full or part-time faculty member teaching creative writing courses; the award decision will be made by full time tenure-track creative writing faculty and others approved by the department Chair. Financial need will not be documented but will be based on the student's statement; students may be invited to elaborate on financial need in response to self or faculty nomination, if needed.

Announcement of the winner will be made no later than the final day of the examination period. The winner will be notified and the information will be posted outside the English Department. 

